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CALIFORNIA COAST / SEVEN DAY ROAD TRIP

CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY 1 IN SEVEN DAYS
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DAY 1&2PLAN,

§m Francisco 74r'rwd & S)cemo Cd% Exp&mfc&n -

Time / Activity

i

8am to 9:30am: Panoramic Views at Twin Peaks
® Land in San Francisco

9:30 to 11am: Crissy Field (Walk to bay looking 7 30 min
. /W 2 at Golden Gate & Alcatraz) | ‘
| k‘/ DAY 2 QUICK INFO 11am to 12pm: Golden Gate Bridge North Vista Point 5 15 min

“ Driving distance: 45 miles

GQ@ ®00 00

12pm to 12:30pm: Headlands Lookout 7 20 min
@ Driving time: about 2 hours 30 minutes 12:30pm to 2pm: 4 Lookout Points driving down 3 T0wmin
from Headlands Lookout towards Golden Gate
@ Stay at: San Francisco or Pacifica 2pm to 3:30pm: Baker Beach 4 1B
3:30pm to 5pm: Lands End Lookout 3 15 min
5pm to 7:30pm: Dinner & walk at Fisherman's Wharf 8
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, DAY 3 PLAN .

- Pucifica 1o Monterey Constal Drive -

Time / Activity -

8:00 to 9:00 a.m.: Devil's Slide Trail — Walk to the coastal 30 min
overlooks and enjoy the elevated Pacific views

9:10 to 9:40 a.m.: Gray Whale Cove State Beach — View the
dramatic cove and surrounding cliffs

9:50 to 10:35 a.m.: Pillar Point Harbor & Mavericks View Area —
Harbour walk, fishing boats and coastal scenery

10:50 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.: Half Moon Bay State Beach & Coastal

6 min

10 min

12 min

Trail — Relaxed beach walk and early lunch near Francis Beach

12:30 to 1:15 p.m.: Pescadero State Beach & Marsh — Rocky
shoreline, sandy coves, wetlands and birdlife

1:30 to 2:15 p.m.: Pigeon Point Lighthouse — Walk around the
lighthouse grounds and coastal cliffs

2:55 to 4:30 p.m.: Natural Bridges & West Cliff Drive, Santa Cruz —
Natural rock arch, ocean overlooks and Steamer Lane

25 min

12 min

35 min

5:25 to 7:30 p.m.: Monterey Waterfront — Cannery Row, coastal
walk, Fisherman's Wharf and dinner
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. DAY 4 PLAN .
Modrey to Cambria Toough Biy S

Time / Activity

Drive Time

8:00 to 9:15 a.m.: Point Lobos State Natural Reserve —

\ o Begin with dramatic cliffs, turquoise coves, cypress trees 9 20 min
’)‘ DAY 4 QUlCK INFO and ocean viewpoints
S e 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.: Garrapata State Park & Soberanes Point — 8 15 min
0 Driving d 118 mil Take a relaxed bluff walk with views of Big Sur coastline
riving distance: miles
9 o 10:25 to 10:50 a.m.: Bixby Creek Bridge Viewpoint — 5 10imin
Photograph the iconic bridge and coastal cliffs
D Driving time: approximately o 11:15 to 12:30 p.m.: Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park — Walk 13 25 min
3 hours 10 minutes among the redwoods, enjoy the Big Sur River area
» o 12:55 to 2:00 p.m.: Partington Cove Trail — One-mile 14 AR ok
@ Stay at: Cambria round-trip walk through a historic tunnel to a rocky coastal cove
] o 2:55 to 3:40 p.m.: Ragged Point Overlook — Enjoy grandest 39 EE min
e elevated views of the southern Big Sur coastline
1y & Route: Drive to Cambria 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.: Piedras Blancas Elephant Seal Rookery — 2
. o Watch elephant seals from viewing platforms 15 20 min
5 o 5:05 to 7:00 p.m.: Moonstone Beach & Cambria — Walk the 15 20 min
boardwalk, enjoy the evening ocean views and dlnner in Cambria
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- . DAY5 PLAN .

Q. Cambria to Venlura via Gavista "

Time / Activity

Drive Time
8:00 to 9:00 a.m.: Morro Rock & Morro Bay —
Walk beside the harbour, enjoy Morro Rock

9:25 to 10:35 a.m.: Montafia de Oro State Park —
Visit Spooner’s Cove and walk a short portion of the Bluff Trail 12 25 min
for rugged cliffs, beaches and open-ocean views.

11:15 to 12:15 p.m.: Pismo Beach Pier & Waterfront —

Walk the pier, relax beside the beach.

1:20 to 2:00 p.m.: Gaviota State Park & Coastal Viewpoint —

(2
©
o Enjoy the secluded coastline, train trestle, hills and the point 62 1 hr 5 min
o
(6
(7]
(8]

21 25 min

Driving distance including

0 scenic detours: ]
about 195—200 miles 27 40 min

Driving time:
approximately
3 hours 45 minutes

@ Stay at:
Ventura
Route:

Drive to Ventura
via Gaviota

where US-101 reaches the Pacific Ocean.

2:20 to 3:00 p.m.: Refugio State Beach — Take a peaceful beach 17 20 mi ﬁ
walk among the palms and coastal hills. L —

3:30 to 5:00 p.m.: Santa Barbara Waterfront & Stearns Wharf —
Walk the waterfront, West Beach and Stearns Wharf, with 22 25 min
views of the harbour and mountains.

5:25 to 5:55 p.m.: Rincon Point or Carpinteria Coast — Make a

short coastal stop for waves, surfers and a quieter ocean view 20 25 min
before reaching Ventura.

6:15 to 7:30 p.m.: Ventura Pier & Beachfront Promenade —

Finish with a relaxed evening walk, ocean views and dinner 15 20 min
near the historic pier.
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DAY 6 PLAN .

Qo Ventura ts Los Angeles via Malibu

Time / Activity Q

Miles

8:00 to 9:20 a.m.: Point Mugu Rock & Sycamore Cove : Begin
with the dramatic meeting of the Santa Menica Mountains, 27 35 min
Pacific Ocean and coastal highway.

9:30 to 10:20 a.m.: Leo Carrillo State Beach : Walk along the

rugged shoreline and explore the rock formations, coastal 8 15 min
caves and tide-pool areas when safe.

9 10:35 to 11:20 a.m.: El Matador State Beach : Enjoy one of

0 Driving distance:
about 78 miles

Drlvmg time with
Coastal Traffic:

approximately 3%z hours

Malibu’s most photogenic coves, with sea stacks, cliffs and 8 15 min
elevated ocean views.
11:35 to 12:35 p.m.: Point Dume Headlands : Walk toward

the headland overlooks for expansive views along the 8 15 min ]

Malibu coastline. During migration seasons, this can also
be a good whale-watching viewpoint.
12:50 to 2:10 p.m.: Malibu Lagoon, Surfrider Beach &
Malibu Pier : Walk beside the lagoon, watch surfers and 7 15 min
stop for lunch around the pier.
e 2:30 to 3:50 p.m.: Getty Villa Museum & Gardens : Enjoy the
""" Roman-style architecture, gardens and ocean-adjacent 10 20 min
& setting. Admission is free & closed Tuesdays
o 4:10 to 5:40 p.m.: Palisades Park & Santa Monica Pier :
Walk along the elevated park for coastal views before 7 20 min
visiting the pier and beach.
0 5:55 to 7:30 p.m.: Venice Canals & Venice Beach : Finish
with a peaceful walk around the canals, then continue to 3 15 min
the beach or boardwalk for evening light and dinner.
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Caltrans highway conditions — https://roads.dot.ca.gov/?roadnumber=1
Caltrans QuickMap — https://quickmap.dot.ca.gov/

California State Parks — https://www.parks.ca.gov/

Point Lobos reserve — https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=571

Pfeiffer Big Sur access — https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=570

Getty Villa visit — https://www.getty.edu/visit/villa/
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